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BUSY = BUSY - BUSY 
The Shaw Mansion is enjoying (?) an extremely busy summer, which may be due 
to the Bicentennial year. The guide has had a steady stream of visitors to 
take through, and the comments they make sre interesting. We especially 
liked the ones in which we were cailed a much more interesting and attrac- 
tive place then Williamsburg. Some visitors have written after they got 
back home to tell us how much they enjoyed their visit here, others have 
either sent or dropped into the money box extra dollar bills. There was one 
very amising episode, in which a small girl, probably about eight, was here 
with her mother, carrying a camera with a flash attachment. Evidently she 
had been told she could take one picture of whatever she chose, so after 
seeing all the rooms and the things in them, she came back to the office and 
took a picture of the curator's poodle, Flurry, as being of the most interest 
of everything in the house. Is there a message for us there? 


PILFERING 
You all know our rooms are not roped off, and people can walk through them 
with easy access to any of the items that are out. We don't allow people to 
go around by themselves, and a careful watch is kept on any of the valuable 
items spread around. So what disappeared? A bobeche from the candlestick 
standing on the slide of the secretary, in spite of us. With large groups 
it is difficult to keep everyone's hands under observation. It is our fiend- 
ish hope that the person who lifted it will try to cash in what he or she 
thinks may be a valuable old piece. 
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THINGS WE NOW TAKE FOR GRANTED > 
It is about time the Common Council did something toward distinguishing our 
streets, so that the wayfaring man and the stranger within our gates may have 
some idea of where he is, or how to get some where, as he strolls about our 
streets. There is a crying need for some sort of improvement in this direc- 
tion. At pecerens there is a pleasant fiction that the names of streets are 
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upon the lamps at the corners. That may be true in a few instances, but how 
about those corners where no lamps are placed, = and how shall a man tell his 
whereabouts in an alleged moonlight night, when, in accordance with an anti- 
quated custom, the street lamps are not lighted? 


As the metter now stands the visitor will find the names of the streets pain- 
ted on a few lamps, in the lower part of the city, along State and Bank sts., 
and possibly for a short distance on Main Street. But all over the upper 
part of the city, back on the streets where the bulk of our residences are 
located, and where the handsomest streets are found, you may walk for blocks 
past street corner after street cornér and not see a single dot, much less a 
letter, to tell you where you are, what street you are on, or whether you have 
passed the throughfare you are in search of. A man is as much at a loss as 
to his whereabouts as if he was in the backwoods. On very many street corners 
in the upper sections of the city, there are no street lamps, and consequent- 
ly no place for lettering the name of the street... . 


Another thing which should be abandoned is the custom of not lighting the 
street lamps on nights when the almanac says there will be a moon. It may 
requently happen that the moon may be somewhere about the heavens, but a 

heavy pall of clouds hides her from sight. The result is that in very many 
of our shady streets a Cimmerian darkness prevails, and save for an occasio- 
nal strey gleam from a window, the street is as obscure as a tunnel. The sa- 
ving in gas by this policy is very small, and a city like New London can very 
well afford to light her street lamps every night in the year. 

from The New London Telegram, July 13, 1883. 


RECIPE FOR THE CURE OF THE HYDROPHOBIA, OR BITE OF A MAD DOG 
(We feel this is timely, considering the recent rabies in North Stonington) 


Place a blister on the wound immediately, the sooner the better; and even if 
this has been neglected till the wound has healed, it is necessary to spply 
it; also apply blisters to the inside of the ankles, wrists, and between the 
shoulders of the patient, keeping two running at a time. Keep the patient 
in free use of vinegar, either in food or drink, and if he has not got a tight 
room render it so by hanging up blankets; then boil a quart or two of vine- 
gar, place it in the room of the patient on a chafingedish or kettle of coals, 
and Let the patient continue in the room fifteen minutes at a time, in the 
morning and evening, and often wet his ankles, feet and wrists with it. Give 
him three or four doses of the following medicine in the course of three wks, 
that is, as often as once in five or six days; Calomel, 8 grains, native cin- 
nabar and salt of amber each 4 ounces, to each dose, to be taken in the mor- 
ning in milasses; also give him a decoction: of tea made of sarsaparilla root 
and guiacum chips (commonly called lignum vitae dust). If the patient is 
actually laboring under the symptoms of hydrophobia, give the several reme- 
dies more frequently; if soon after the bite, as above. If the patient ace 
tually has the disorder, when first attended to, repeat the remedies until 

he recovers; if immediately after the bite, it will be necessary to attend 
him three weeks, which generally, clears him of infection. His diet must be 
light, and easy of digestion, though he may make a mocerete use of animal 
food; but he must entirely avoid the use of spirituous liquors. The above 

is the general plan to follow. | 
from Connecticut Gazette, July 1, 1801. 


420 you, peas death might be welcome, more so from the cure than from the 
sease? 
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CUSTODIAN, ANYONE? 


The Society is still without an actual custodian. The curator is filling 
in still, end not minding it, even enjoying it in a harried sort of way, 
and doesn't mind continuing until such time as suitable perons appear out 
of the blue. We have had applications, but not from people we feel would 
be satisfactory, or if they might be, they had no other source of income. 

If any cf you readers know of a nice, healthy retired couple, tell them 
about us, and the pleasant living quarters that are previded. Just don't 
mention the fact that the Mansion is in the middle cf the so-called Combat 
Zone, and the present incumbent can tell them thet there are really no prob- 
lems. : , 


EARLY OBSERVANCES OF THE FOURTH OF JULY 


We have been unable to find any newspaper account of local celebration of 
the 4th of July prior to 1796. That doesn't mean there weren't any, for 

we don't have copies of the paper for the week following the 4th, for some 
of the years, in others, it was business as usual, the paper even being pub- 
lished on the fourth. The first one we did find, is as follows: 


Monday, the 4th inst. being the 20th anniversary of the Independence of 

the United States, it was celebrated in this city with republican and pat- 
riotic attention. The opening and closing of the day were announced by the 
discharge of cannon, and at noon a.federal salute wes fired. The Indepen- 
dents @ommanded by Capt. Smith, and lst and 2d co. of the 3d regiment,under 
command of Capt. Holt and Capt. Hewit's company of horse appeared out, and 
went through various evolutions and firings, which did them great honour, 
and gave much satisfaction to the citizen. - At 2 o'clock the citizens and 


Miner's and Bingham's. The citizens dined-at Pool's,Capt. Hewit's company 
at Bingham's and the infantry companies at Miner’s. The day was passed with 
the rational hilarity of the occasion; and without the smallest interruption 
to good humor and happiness. 
from Connecticut Gazette, July 7,1796. 
15 toasts were drunk at Pool's, same at Miner's, 16 at Bingham's. 


The 24th Anniversary of the Independence of the U. States, was celebrated 
in this City, on the 4th inst., in a manner that exhibited the strongest 

proofs of an undiminished attachment to the principles of Republicanism, 

& a firm and zealous adherence to the Government under which we enjoy in 

security, life, liberty and property. 


The observance of the day commenced with the discharge of cannon at Fort 
Trumbull; at 12 o'clock, a federal salute wes fired, when a procession 
consisting of three companies of militia, a band of music, the corporation 
of the city and civil authority of the town, the Orator of the day, commit- 
tee of arrangement, with a long train of private gentlemen, advanced from 
the parade to the meeting-house, where the declaration of Independence was 
read by Jacob B. Gurley, Esq., and a well adapted Oration delivered by 
Elijah Hubbard, Jun., Esq. The numerous company after being entertained 
by the handsome performances of the troops, separated to dine at Coit's 

and Otis's Coffee-liouses. The remainder of the day wes spent with harmony 


citizen soldiers sat down to elegant entertainments, prepared at Mess.Pool's, 
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of sentiment that would have made an union desirable had the accommodation 
at either house been convenient to the whole. | 
from Connecticut Gazette, July 9, 1800 
16 toasts were drunk at Coit's, 16 at Otis's, of which we feel no.12 might b 


noted: ‘The national wings of extravagancy, may they sucdenly be clipt by 
the shears of economy," 


THE FOURTH OF JULY 

in this city, was devoted to recreation. The morning wes announced by a 
Federal salute from Fort Trumbull, and at noon the salute wes repeated, 
Volunteer detechments of the Infantry and Matross companies of militia 
assembled, marched through the streets, performed various evolutions, and 
at noon fired salutes. The day was splendidly celebrated in Boston, New 
York and other places; but it is very evident, the national spirit for 
celebrating the anniversary of our independence, is fast waning into an 
apathy, which savors too much of an indifference to liberty itself. 

from Connecticut Gazette, July 10, 1811, 


Photesht ACCESSIONS 

serex of Jonathan Trumbull's Proclamation naming a day for donations for 
relief of sufferers of N.L. & Groton after they were burned, 1781, printed 

p paewcuy Geen fost. ee eS - « « « «. Gift of Mise Hazel Johnson 

% Of 1781 map of attacks made onf Forts Trumbull & Criswold by ®ritish 

Beer ge ee wk ce ae oe es CS CEE of Mise Hazel Johnson 

37 18th century ms. writs and surmons, mostly by Timothy Green . . Cift of 
Mrs. Harry A, Nichols, Cenaan, N.4H. 

Ms. letter book of Daniel Douglass, 1801-1805 (He was a N.L. merchent who 
carried on a thriving West Indics trade)... Anonymous donor 
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